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The Tiger, the Samurai and the Monk 


The Tiger, the Samurai and the Monk —A True Story 


In the fall of 1636, a Korean ambassador went to Japan to pay tribute to lemitsu, the 
third Tokugawa shogun. Along with various other Korean products he brought with him 
a live tiger. One day the young shogun and his entourage went to visit this tiger in 

the FukiageGarden. Among those in attendance were Muneori Yagyu, the shogun’s 
swordsmanship teacher, and Takuan Soho a Zen master and spiritual teacher to both 
men. 


lemitsu was marveling at the fierceness of the caged cat, but when he looked over at 
Munenori, the sword master looked indifferent. The shogun said to Munenori, “you are 
master warrior, show me how you would tame such a beast.” 


When the sword master fearlessly entered the cage the big cat began to growl. 
Munenori pulled his iron war fan from his sash. He simultaneously kiai’d (a shout, 
verbally expressing his warrior spirit) and struck the tiger between the eyes with the 
iron club. The Tiger recoiled and went into the far corner of the cage where it glared at 
him angrily. 


The crowd marveled at this display and the shogun praised his teacher’s warrior 
prowess. Takuan however chastised his student, saying “that is not the proper way to 
handle things.” The shogun looked at him and said “Show us how it should be done 
then, priest.” 


Takuan Soho took a single breath to center himself into a meditative state. Calmly he 
approached the cage and opened the door. The tiger still in the far corner eyed him 
warily, but made no sound when the monk entered the cage. Slowly he walked over to 
the tiger, rolled up his sleeves and extended his hand. The tiger at first crouched 
slightly as if to pounce, but sensing no threat from the priest, then relaxed and licked 
his hand. 


The crowd was struck dumb in amazement and sat for a moment is silent admiration 
of the monk’s tranquil taming of the savage beast. 


Takuan stroked the tiger’s nose gentle and left the cage. Turning to Munenori he said, 
“While your approach was effective, you have created an enemy for life, while | have 
acquired a new friend.” 


Epilogue... 


lemitsu Tokagawa was so impressed that he had a Buddhist temple, the Mansho-zan 
Tokaji, constructed at Shinagawa, and two years later when it was completed, gave it 
to Takuan. The shogun visited him there often. 


| love this story because it is such a good reminder of that old saying that “You can 
catch more flies with honey, than you can with vinegar.” So be sweet my friends. 


Namaste 
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